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Echo Valley Speedway


WEST UNION ‑ Close finishes and first-time winners were the order of the evening Saturday as Echo Valley Speedway celebrated Midseason Championships at the four-tenths-mile high banks.


Features started in inverted points order, forcing the faster cars to battle from the rear on a track that allowed two-, three- and even four-wide racing at times. Points leaders made it all the way to the front in a pair of classes while the other five winners took the checkered flag for the first time this season at Echo Valley.


Tim Helle was a popular winner in a USRA Outlaw Hobby Stock feature that saw all of the top five finishers start from the seventh row back. Paul Fauser was the early leader from his second-row starting spot. He held the lead until lap eight, when Ben Moudry took the lead with a four-wide pass on the back stretch following a restart. Helle came with Moudry into second place, and the duo battled Cody Henkes for two laps until Henkes spun in turn two, bringing out another caution. Helle went low on the restart, pulling even with Moudry as the duo completed lap 10. He completed the pass one lap later. Kevin Campbell moved past Moudry for second in turn four with one lap to go, but Moudry battled back to regain the spot at the checkered flag. Brian Kruse came home fourth and Carl Colsch was fifth.


USRA Stock Car feature winner Tom Schmitt battled all the way from the back without the benefit of a caution. As points leader, Schmitt started last in the 15-car field though it did not take him long to move up. He was third by the eighth of 20 laps and moved past Tory Reicks for second place five laps later. It took Schmitt just two additional laps to take the lead, as he moved past Jake Ludeking on the high side in turn three after Ludeking had led the first 14 circuits. Ludeking pressured Schmitt for the next six laps to no avail. Schmitt took the win by two car lengths over Ludeking with Reicks, Adam Speicher and Greg Mitchell rounding out the top five in a feature that went caution-free.


Raymond Lundry had to battle from the back for his first USRA B-Modified victory of the season. Lundry started the 15-lap feature 12th and climbed into the top three by the end of lap six. He moved past early leader Dave Christianson into second on lap 10 and went high past Jason Rohde into the lead one lap later. Rohde spun on lap 12 to bring out the caution and Koal Deering took advantage on the restart, moving past Christianson into second. Deering held on for second with Curtis Engen third, Matt Cahoon fourth and Christianson fifth.


Points leader Mark Schulte made it to the point in the USRA Modified feature, though it took him half the race to do it. Schulte moved into the top three on the fourth of 20 circuits and slowly reeled in second-place Justin O'Brien. He made the move on lap eight and then closed on early leader Ryan Gustin. Schulte made his move on the low side coming out of turn four as the drivers took the crossed flags indicating halfway, and completed the pass in turn two. From there it was all Schulte, with his only challenge coming on a lap 13 restart after Gustin brought out the yellow flag for a broken drive shaft. O'Brien, Darrin Walch, Chad Lerch and Layne Meyer rounded out the top five.


For the second consecutive week, the 41k Flyer pulled into victory lane. This week, however, regular driver Jeremy Kottman was at the controls after substitute driver Doug Cahoon won in the car last week. Kottman started on the pole and led all 10 laps. The victory did not come easily, however, as Frank Durnan applied heavy pressure on Kottman through much of the race. The two made contact on lap eight, with Kottman spinning to the inside. Race officials opted not to penalize either driver, putting both at the front of the field for the restart. Kottman held on for the win though Adam Ewing move into second at the finish, pushing Durnan to third. Nate Becker placed fourth and Kyle McGuire was fifth.


The Cruiser feature appeared headed to a relatively uneventful finish, with drivers running nose-to-tail through most of the first eight laps of the 10-lap feature. All that changed on lap eight, however, when second-place Joe Lenz and Roland Lindner found the inside berm in turn three. That bunched up the field and put a few extra minutes on the engine of leaders David and Dan Rosburg, and that proved to be crucial. The Rosburgs led until the white flag when their motor went up in smoke with a pop, opening the door for second-place Tim Moothart and Mike Hansmeier. The action was far from over, however, as a multi-car melee in turn four on the final lap left scorers scrambling to figure out the finish. Moothart and Hansmeier took the win, with Nick Friedlein and Chris Dugan credited with second and Brad and Rick Bolsinger third.


One of just two flag-to-flag winners of the night came in the USRA Hobby Stock division where Ridgeway's Scott Spilde sat on the pole, got a good jump and pulled away to a comfortable win. Behind him it was anything but calm, however, as points leader Derek Dettman did everything he could to come from behind. Dettman was fourth by the third lap but could pick up only one more spot the rest of the night. Doug Jaster had a good jump at the start from the fourth row and ran second throughout the race, though he had nothing for Spilde. Jaster, Dettman, Jeff Fels and Justin Hanson rounded out the top five.


Racing returns to Echo Valley Speedway Saturday. Hot laps are scheduled for 5:30 p.m. with racing at 6 p.m. A regular show is also scheduled for July 4 at Echo Valley, with hot laps at 5 p.m. and racing at 5:30.

Echo Valley Speedway

(Feature results from June 16)


USRA Hobby Stock - 1) 18 Scott Spilde, Ridgeway; 2) 56 Doug Jaster, Strawberry Point; 3) 55 Derek Dettman, Monona; 4) 00 Jeff Fels, West Union; 5) 23 Justin Hanson, Hawkeye; 6) 8j Justin Bolsinger, Garber; 7) 42 Josh Bissell, Postville; 8) 5 Ryan Jonesberg, West Union; 9) 000 Ruth Pavlovec, West Union; 10) 5a Brad Crary, Garnavillo; 11) 3s Bill Scherf, Postville; 12) 30 Steve Ritter, Stanley.

USRA Modified - 1) 27m Mark Schulte, Delhi; 2) 12 Justin O'Brien, Volga; 3) 5w Darrin Walch, Postville; 4) 4 Chad Lerch, Arlington; 5) 21 Layne Meyer, West Union; 6) 55h Troy Hansmeier, Waukon; 7) 7m Mike Darnall, West Union; 8) 19r Ryan Gustin, Marshalltown; DNS) 99m Tim Murty, Tama.

Cruisers - 1) 56 Tim Moothart/Mike Hansmeier, Lisbon; 2) 17 Nick Friedlein/Chris Dugan, Greeley; 3) 247 Brad Bolsinger/Rick Bolsinger, Garber; 4) 01 Ray Kirby/Justin Gage, Lansing; 5) 74 David Rosburg/Dan Rosburg, Arlington; 6) 22 Joe Lenz/Roland Lindner, Marquette; 7) 54 Dennis Bolsinger/Rick Bolsinger, Garber; 8) 130 Jeremy Ruckdashel/Jamie Ruckdashel, Clermont.

USRA Outlaw Hobby Stock - 1) 15t Tim Helle, Garnavillo; 2) 85 Ben Moudry, Protivin; 3) Kevin Campbell, Hawkeye; 4) 4 Brian Kruse, Fort Atkinson; 5) 37 Carl Colsch, Eitzen, Minn.; 6) 5 Andy Breitsprecher, Elkader; 7) 41 Carissa Wagner, Monona; 8) John Roete, Oelwein; 9) 8x Ben Ogle, Wadena; 10) 55 Denny Dettman, Monona; 11) 83 Rod Rema, Clermont; 12) 23 Joe Ewing, Waterloo; 13) 88 Jeremy Peterson, Ridgeway; 14) 29x Paul Fauser, Elgin; 15) 68x Cody Henkes, Postville; 16) 71 Owen Henry, West Union; 17) 5m Matt Meyer, Strawberry Point; DNS) 04 Sam Wenthold, Waucoma; DNS) 8 Rich Clinton, Elkader; DNS) 61 Joel Henry, West Union.

USRA Stock Car - 1) 18 Tom Schmitt, Independence; 2) 69 Jake Ludeking, Decorah; 3) 27t Tory Reicks, Waucoma; 4) 9er Adam Speicher, Fredericksburg; 5) 20 Greg Mitchell, Decorah; 6) 20x Dan Trimble, Fairbank; 7) 121g Arlen Hoy, Marble Rock; 8) 97 Lynn Panos, Protivin; 9) 5 Mike Bergan, Ridgeway; 10) 9 Patty Fosaaen, Waukon; 11) 23m Darrell Jaster, Elkport; 12) 48s Andrew Shannon, Oelwein; 13) 44 Dave Gerner, Garber; 14) 00 Greg Snitker, Waukon; 15) z53 Mark Jencks, Hawkeye.

USRA B-Modified - 1) 96 Raymond Lundry, Maynard; 2) 1d Koal Deering, Postville; 3) 21 Curtis Engen, Monona; 4) 15 Matt Cahoon, Farmersburg; 5) 66 Dave Christianson, Waukon; 6) 24 Tim Heins, Elkader; 7) 21i Todd Ihde, Garnavillo; 8) 14 Chad Dugan, Garber; 9) 0 Jason Rohde, Fayette; 10) 38 Jeff Johnson, Alpha; 11) 29x Paul Fauser, Elgin; 12) 12f Travis Flack, Postville; 13) 23m Joshua Wedo, Elgin; 14) 80 Tom Rooney, Hampton; 15) 51p Paul Seedorff, Arlington.

Flyer - 1) 41k Jeremy Kottman, Monona; 2) 77 Adam Ewing, Monona; 3) 4d Frank Durnan, Elgin; 4) 2 Nate Becker, Elgin; 5) 44 Kyle McGuire, Monona; 6) 50 Joe Jaster, Elkader; 7) 18 John Schroeder, Castalia; 8) 17s Steven McAllen, Elgin; 9) 88 Tony McGuire, Monona; 10) 39 Irv Fosaaen, Waukon; 11) 26 Jeri Kay Shiffman, Elkader; 12) 80 Paul Hansmeier, Waukon; 13) 55 Jarod Dahlstrom, Waukon; 14) 101st Jerry Rieck, Garnavillo; 15) 19 Benjamin Krieg, Edgewood.


