

WEST UNION - Extra money was on the line for lucky drivers who had the chance to start from the rear Saturday night at Echo Valley Speedway. When the final checkered flag fell, however, repeat winners found victory lane.


An anonymous fan offered at least double the usual purse to a driver who drew a front-row starting position and won after starting at the rear. Drivers in five of the seven classes took the challenge, though none were able to take the extra money.


The hottest driver at Echo Valley Speedway continues to be USRA B-Modified standout Curtis Engen. The Monona native won for the fourth straight week and the sixth time in the last seven with another dominant effort. He started from outside the front row and passed pole sitter Brian Kunkle in turns three and four on lap one. From there it was a battle for second. Raymond Lundry was running third when Kunkle spun on  lap five, bunching up the field. Lundry had nothing for Engen but ran a solid second while Junior Boyer, Travis Flack and Jason Rohde rounded out the top five. Engen moves to the top on Echo Valley’s B-Modified points standings. 


Almost as dominant as Engen in recent weeks has been USRA Stock Car driver Tom Schmitt, who scored his fourth win in five weeks and sixth overall. Adam Speicher started on the front row and gave Schmitt a strong challenge for the first half of the 20-lap feature. With Speicher working the extreme high side of the track and Schmitt the extreme low side, the two pulled side-by-side in the turns several times, only to see Speicher use his extra momentum off the top to keep the lead. Schmitt finally made a move stick on lap 10 and checked out.  He led by as many as four seconds late in the going. Speicher held on for second with Greg Mitchell, Lynn Panos and Tony Trower rounding out the top five.


Alta Vista’s Brandon Hare made his first visit to Echo Valley this season a memorable one with a flag-to-flag victory in the USRA Hobby Stock division. He started outside the front row and held off a strong challenge in the final laps from Chris Hovden. Meanwhile, back in the back, Steve Holthaus made his way through the field in an effort to claim the extra money. Holthaus was sixth after one lap and third by lap four. That was as close to the front as he would get, however, as Hare and Hovden were too strong. Hovden made a bid for the victory in turns three and four on the final lap but pushed a little too hard, spinning his machine as Hare went on to claim the win. EVS points leader Derek Dettman moved around Hovden for second place while Holthaus, Jeff Fels and Justin Hanson rounded out the top five. Hovden’s spin pushed him all the way back to 10th place.


Nate Becker survived a green-white-checker restart to claim his second Flyer victory in the last three weeks and his third of the season. Becker started on the pole and was never truly challenged. Three of the top four across the finish line were disqualified after the race for running without rear brakes. That moved John Schroeder up to second with Joe Jaster, Jeri Kay Schiffman and Nathan Cahoon rounding out the top five.


Ben Moudry found victory lane for the third time in four weeks in the USRA Outlaw Hobby Stock division, running down early leader Kevin Campbell and winning by a wide margin. The best racing was back in the pack where Sam Wenthold ran right on Campbell’s bumper through much of the race. Campbell held on for the spot with Wenthold, Carl Colsch and Tim Helle rounding out the top five.


Nick Friedlein and Chris Dugan picked up their fourth Cruiser victory of the year in an extremely competitive feature. Tim Moothart and Mike Hansmeier had the early lead and held the point until lap four, when Friedlein and Dugan started to work the high side. Friedlein and Dugan completed the pass on lap five, making contact on the front stretch with Moothart and Hansmeier in the process, which also allowed Brad and Rick Bolsinger to slip by. From there it was all Friedlein/Dugan, who won by seven car lengths over the Bolsingers. Dennis and Rick Bolsinger were third, with Justin Hansel and Paul Fleming fourth and Moothart/Hansmeier fifth.


Mike Darnall had the dominant car in the USRA Modified division, particularly after Layne Meyer went out early in the 20-lap feature. Meyer won the heat race and accepted the challenge to start and the back and work to the front for extra money at the pay window. That plan went awry just two laps into the feature when Meyer pulled into the pit area. Darnall, who started on the pole, led all 20 laps for his third victory of the year. Darrin Walch, Justin O’Brien, Mark Schulte and Troy Hansmeier rounded out the top five.


Echo Valley Speedway welcomes the WDRL Late Models Saturday night for their annual stop. The late models will run with Echo Valley’s USRA Modifieds, USRA Stock Cars, USRA B-Modifieds and USRA Outlaw Hobby Stocks in a show that was rained out earlier in the season.

Echo Valley Speedway

(Results from July 14)

USRA B-Modifieds


Heat 1 - 1) 88x Jimmy Broszeit, Postville; 2) 12f Travis Flack, Postville; 3) 29j Mitch Grummit, Aplington; 4) 38 Jeff Johnson, Alpha.


Heat 2 - 1) 42 Junior Boyer, Calmar; 2) 20 Brian Kunkle, Oelwein; 3) 96 Raymond Lundry, Maynard; 4) 15 Matt Cahoon, Farmersburg.


Feature - 1) 21 Curtis Engen, Monona; 2) Lundry; 3) Boyer; 4) Flack; 5) 0 Jason Rohde, Fayette; 6) Cahoon; 7) Kunkle; 8) Broszeit; 9) 21i Todd Ihde, Garnavillo; 10) Grummit; 11) 29x Paul Fauser, Elgin; 12) 14 Chad Dugan, Garber; 13) 51p Paul Seedorff, Arlington; 14) Johnson. DNS - 24 Tim Heins, Elkader.

USRA Hobby Stocks


Heat 1 - 1) 56 Doug Jaster, Strawberry Point; 2) 56h Brandon Hare, Alta Vista; 3) 55 Derek Dettman, Monona; 4) 23 Justin Hanson, Hawkeye.


Heat 2 - 1) 70 Chris Hovden, Cresco; 2) 70s Steve Holthaus, Cresco; 3) 00 Jeff Fels, West Union; 4) 000 Ruth Pavlovec, West Union.


Feature - 1) Hare; 2) Dettman; 3) Holthaus; 4) Fels; 5) Hanson; 6) Jaster; 7) 3s Bill Scherf, Postville; 8) Pavlovec; 9) 5a Brad Crary, Garnavillo; 10) Hovden; 11) 30 Steven Ritter, Stanley. DNS - 8j Justin Bolsinger, Garber.

Flyers


Heat 1 - 1) 4d Frank Durnan; 2) 50 Joe Jaster, Elkader; 3) 44 Kyle McGuire, Monona; 4) 17s Steven McAllen, Elgin.


Heat 2 - 1) 2 Nate Becker, Elgin; 2) 88 Tony McGuire, Monona; 3) 77c Nathan Cahoon, Monona; 4) 18 John Schroeder.


Feature - 1) Becker; 2) Schroeder; 3) Jaster; 4) 26 Jeri Kay Schiffman, Elkader; 5) Cahoon; 6) 41k Jeremy Kottman, Monona; 7) 55 Jarod Dahlstrom, Waukon; 8) 101st Jerry Rieck, Garnavillo; 9) 14 Arthur Schott, Clermont; 10) 80 Paul Hansmeier, Waukon. DNS - 39 Irv Fosaaen, Waukon. DQ - K. McGuire; Durnan; T. McGuire; McAllen; 77 Adam Ewing, Monona.

USRA Outlaw Hobby Stock


Heat 1 - 1) 29x Paul Fauser, Elgin; 2) 37 Carl Colsch, Eitzen, Minn.; 3) 88 Jeremy Peterson, Ridgeway; 4) 8 Rich Clinton, Elkader. 


Heat 2 - 1) 85 Ben Moudry, Protovin; 2) 04 Sam Wenthold, Waucoma; 3) 5 Andy Breitsprecher, Elkader; 4) 4 Brian Kruse, Fort Atkinson.


Heat 3 - 1) 15 Tim Helle, Garnavillo; 2) 7 Kevin Campbell, Hawkeye; 3) 55 Denny Dettman, Monona; 4) 23 Joe Ewing, Waterloo.


Feature - 1) Moudry; 2) Campbell; 3) Wenthold; 4) Colsch; 5) Helle; 6) Kruse; 7) Fauser; 8) 40 Austin Curtin, Waukon; 9) Breitsprecher; 10) 98 John Roete, Oelwein; 11) 68x Cody Henkes, Postville; 12) 5m Matt Meyer, Strawbetty Point; 13) Clinton; 14) Ewing; 15) Dettman; 16) Peterson; 17) 71 Owen Henry, West Union; 18) 8x Ben Ogle, Wadena; 19) 69 Teddy Hughes Jr., Postville; 20) 83 Rod Rema, Clermont; 21) 41 Carissa Wagner, Monona. DNS - 61 Joel Henry, West Union.

USRA Modifieds


Heat - 1) 7m Mike Darnall, West Union; 2) 21 Layne Meyer, West Union; 3) 12 Justin O’Brien, Volga; 4) 55h Troy Hansmeier, West Union.


Feature - 1) Darnall; 2) 5w Darrin Walch, Postville; 3) O’Brien; 4) 27m Mark Schulte, Delhi; 5) Hansmeier; 6) 70s Matt Sweeney, Waukon; 7) 4 Chad Lerch, Arlington; 8) 26p Kevin Pittman, Waterloo; 9) Meyer.

USRA Stock Car


Heat 1 - 1) 20 Greg Mitchell, Decorah; 2) 08 Tony Trower, New Hampton; 3) 18 Tom Schmitt, Independence; 4) 69 Jake Ludeking, Decorah.


Heat 2 - 1) 9er Adam Speicher, Fredericksburg; 2) 27p Sgawn Peter, Mabel, Minn.; 3) 97 Lynn Panos, Protovin; 4) 5 Mike Bergan, Ridgeway.


Feature - 1) Schmitt; 2) Speicher; 3) Mitchell; 4) Panos; 5) Trower; 6) 20x Dan Trimble, Fairbank; 7) Ludeking; 8) Peter; 9) Bergan; 10) 44 Dave Gerner, Garber; 11) 9 Patty Fosaaen, Waukon; 12) 23m Darrell Jaster, Elkport; 13) 48s Andrew Shannon, Oelwein; 14) 98 Jeff Roete, Oelwein.

Cruisers 


Heat - 1) 17 Nick Friedlein/Chris Dugan, Greeley; 2) 247 Brad Bolsinger/Rick Bolsinger, Garber; 3) 54 Dennis Bolsinger/Rick Bolsinger, Garber; 4) 56 Tim Moothart/Mike Hansmeier, Lisbon.


Feature - 1) Friedlein/Dugan; 2) B. Bolsinger/R. Bolsinger; 3) D. Bolsinger/J. Bolsinger; 4) 29 Justin Hansel/Paul Fleming, Elkader; 5) Moothart/Hansmeier; 6) Ray Kirby/Justin Gage, Lansing; 7) 74 David Rosburg/Dan Rosburg, Arlington; DNS - 22 Joe Lenz/Roland Lindner, Marquette; 130 Jeremy Ruckdashel/Jamie Ruckdashel.

